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Agatha Christie's Mousetrap resonates with a new audience 
By Alex Morris 
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a Gerry Connolly and Geraldine Turner in The Mousetrap. Picture by Brian Geach 

Wednesday night I found myself at Newcastle's opening of the longest 

running play in the world, The Mousetrap, written by Agatha Christie 

and directed by Robyn Nevin. I had only the vaguest of ideas of what this 

was about. It could have been the theatre version of the 2007 American 

film Ratatouille for all I knew; this was a famous production with some 

kind of vermin references. 

But as soon as the curtains lifted and the acting began, I could tell out 

that I was in for a good whodunit, fantastic acting paired beautifully 

with curious, well-written characters. Despite the fact that this play was 

written in the 1940s as a radio play for Queen Mary, in 2024 it was still 

able to capture the depleted attention spans of millennial mobile 

scrollers like myself. 

The premise is hardly fathomable in this day and age, but this doesn't 

make it less intriguing. Two young attractive English people have been 

married barely a year and have yet somehow acquired an enormous 

Guesthouse, Monkswell Manor. As the play progresses, we realise the 

two don't know each other as well as they thought. 
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